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spoke with Richard Strauss, who was busily
occupied during the whole of the musical festival.
He was extraordinarily amiable to me and spoke
very frankly of his works. I was very pleased that
the difference in our conception of art did not form
an obstacle to our excellent personal relations. In
later years, too, I was able to convince myself that
he regarded my art with an impartiality and
loyalty that I was bound to appreciate very highly/'

From Heidelberg Sibelius returned home with his
family. For the remaining part of the summer he
settled in Lojo, where he stayed until late in the
autumn and worked with seething inspiration to
complete the second symphony.

In October Sibelius again moved to Kervo. He
was no longer tied by his duties as teacher at the
musical academy.

"I was now able to devote myself entirely to
composing. I devoted all my strength to com-
pleting my new symphony. By the end of the
year the work was ready."

The D major symphony was performed at
Sibelius' concert of his own compositions on the
8th March, 1902. At the same time another
novelty was performed, Impromptu for women's
chorus and orchestra to words by Viktor Rydberg,,
Sibelius' second inspired act of homage to the world
of-antiquity.

Soon after Sibelius was ready to appear before